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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance 
with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to 
the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A copy of each of the listed 
documents is also enclosed. These documents were recently cited during the prosecution of 
a Japanese counterpart application in an Office Action dated October 21 , 2002. The 
concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language documents is found in the 
attached English Abstracts thereof and in the following translation of an excerpt from the 
Japanese Examiner's comments in the Office Action: 
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"Claims 1-4: 
(References 1-4) 

Reference 1 discloses an electrophotographic image 
forming apparatus of a process cartridge type wherein the 
process cartridge is detachably mountable to the image 
forming apparatus, and wherein the photosensitive member 
driving system and the developer feeding system are 
independent from each other (see particularly Reference 1 , 
page 4, left column, lines 14-40). 

The process cartridge disclosed in Reference 1 does 
not contain an electrophotographic photosensitive member. 
However, inclusion of the electrophotographic photosensitive 
member in the process cartridge is well-known prior to the 
filing date of this application, as -disclosed in Preference 2 and 
Reference 3, for example. 

Reference 4 discloses that when the process cartridge 
is positioned by engagement between the cartridge 
positioning portion and the main assembly positioning 
portion, a consideration is made with respect to the relation 
between the rotational direction of the rotatable member and 
the direction of the rotational moment, and the cartridge 
positioning portion and the main assembly positioning 
portion. Incorporation of this in the invention disclosed in 
Reference 1 is obvious. The specific positions of the 
cartridge positioning portion and the main assembly 
positioning portion are matter of design when the relation is 
taken into account." 

In addition, U.S. Patent Application No. 2000/0012546 and U.S. Patent No. 

6,512,903, which are enclosed, correspond to Japanese Document No. 2000-235301, and 

U.S. Patent No. 4,873,549, which is also enclosed, corresponds to Japanese Document No. 

63-214765. 
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CONCLUSION 



It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 

Enclosed is a check for the required fee of $180.00 to cover the Information 
Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c)(2). 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office by 




address given below. 




FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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